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William Albert Hall, the second child of John and Mary Hall, was born in Liverpool, NSW on 
the 9 Jul 1841 [1] and baptized a month later on 9 Aug 1841 in St Luke’s Church, Liverpool [2]. 

To support John and Mary’s large family the older children were expected to work at an early 
age. It is assumed that William, and his brothers initially worked in the family business. William 
worked as a butcher elsewhere in Sydney (places unknown) 
and later in various towns in country New South Wales. 
William Albert’s son, Edgar Sydney, cited this period of his 
father’s life in his memoirs [3] as: “My father, as an elder 
boy, was plunged unfortunately into an occupation (butcher) 
that had strong subsequent influence in determining his 
future as well as that of my own. Given a more favourable 
start in life, he would undoubtedly have achieved a more 
satisfactory position but fate willed otherwise.”  Details of 
William’s life in the period 1855-1870 are unknown. 

In 1870-71 William resided in Mudgee and lived in 
Lawson Street [4]. During this time William met Eliza 
Randall (his later partner and wife) probably at the local pub, 
the Tradesman’s Arms, or at a butchers shop where he 
presumably worked. Eliza was at that time married to 
Herman Wilbertree Vile who lived with their children outside 
of Mudgee in Bombira [4]. Herman Vile was the publican of 
the Tradesman’s Arms (also called Vile’s Public House) 
situated on the corner of Lewis and Gladstone streets in Mudgee [5]. The following year William 
worked in the town of Grenfell [6], then in Hill End [7] and later in Gulgong. At some stage Eliza left 
her husband and her 6 children and moved in with William. In 3 Oct 1875 their first child, Edgar 
Sydney was born in Gulgong. For reasons unknown, his birth certificate lists Herman Vile as the 
father [8] and he was initially given the name Edgar Sydney Vile. It was probably because William 
and Eliza were unmarried and this was the only way to legitimise the birth. Divorce was very 
uncommon and complicated at this time, and William and Eliza did not and could not get married 
after Herman Vile had died. Nevertheless, as Edgar’s school papers show, he was always known as 
Edgar Sydney Hall, the son of William Albert [9]. 

Edgar Sydney’s mother Eliza Randall was born on 29 Nov 1841 in Cydesdale, South Creek, 
New South Wales to John Randall and Ann Rope [10]. It is worth noting historically that in Eliza’s 
ancestry are convicts from the First Fleet, Anthony Rope (Alexander 1788) and Elizabeth Pulley 
(Prince of Wales 1788). Subsequent fleets transported John Randall (Ganges 1797), Susannah 
Ravenscroft (Experiment 1804) and Elizabeth Mitchell (Mary-Ann 1791).  

E.S. Hall said [3] of his mother: “Eliza’s father was a farmer and the benefits they derived 
from the land were insufficient to keep them even decently clothed or fed. The education the children 
received was limited through having to employ themselves in tilling the soil, tending their limited 
stock from straying over adjacent unfenced country, and in pursuing countless other exacting duties 
associated with the opening up of virgin country.”….. “As the eldest of the family, Eliza never had a 
chance to secure any schooling, her whole attention was devoted to household duties. When not 
engaged in these she resorted to needlework, becoming remarkably proficient in making dresses and 
men’s clothing. She was also noted for her beauty and skill as an equestrienne. Altogether she was a 
striking woman of great personal charm, but she was thrown into the vortex of surroundings that 
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lacked every advantage essential to the proper development of character, bound to stagnate the mind 
into a groove of mediocrity from which there was no way out.” ….. “On the death of my 
grandmother, my mother followed the path taken some years ago by two of her brothers. This led to 
the western district where they had established themselves on the land and were rapidly achieving 
success. Here she remained during the wild years that followed the discovery of gold in the early 
fifties.” 

Siblings of Edgar Sydney followed. Frederick James Vile (later Hall) was born 23 Sep 1877 
in Gulgong and died on 7 Dec 1877. Lillian Caroline Victoria Randall (later Hall) was born 16 Dec 
1878 in Gulgong [11].  

In 1879 William Albert and family travelled to Cobar where he worked at the Pioneer 
Butchers shop (to be verified). Edgar Sydney’s recollections [3] of this period were: “He decided to 
travel in pursuit of fresh pastures and, with this purpose in view, he bundled mother and the family 

into a spring cart with all the 
necessary domestic appliances and 
personal requirements etc and 
proceeded down the Macquarie 
River en route to a newly 
discovered copper field situated 
about 150 miles from Bourke. It 
was a journey that still lives in my 
memory, although at that time I was 
only four years of age. ….. The 
conditions were truly terrifying 
owing to the presence of hundreds 
of semi-wild natives, obviously 
capable of murdering any one of 
the innumerable hordes of white 
adventurers who had been attracted 

to the spot if they strayed outside the confines of the small settlement. It was only natural that my 
acute faculty of observation came into active play in consequence of the suffering we endured, living 
as we were forced to do in a bark humpy erected by my father and with no conveniences of any value 
to afford relief. Even water was unavailable without recourse to that provided by a well from which 
the meagre supply was doled out at 1/6 per billycan, and this only when sufficient was on hand to 
meet the individual requirements of the population. So hard pressed was my mother to secure water 
for other than purely domestic use that my father was compelled to go several miles each week with 
his horse and cart to reach another well where a limited supply of brackish water was obtained by 
hauling it by hand to the surface. I distinctly remember one occasion when a sudden storm came up 
as this well was reached and a quantity of water was deposited in a gutter near the roadway. So 
thirsty was I that, despite its muddy appearance, I sank down on my stomach and lapped it up like a 
dog. Soon after this my sisters and I developed sandy blight, which blinded us completely for about a 
month. This determined my mother to terminate our association with the locality. Her decision was 
stated in such definite terms that my father arranged for our return to the district from whence we 
had come, and secured the services of the owner of a buggy and pair of horses for the purpose. I 
learned years afterwards that the expense involved in this undertaking was 60 pounds -- a lot of 
money in those days.” 

The family returned to Gulgong in 1881 and on 7 Jun 1881 Gertrude Mary Kezia Randall 
(later Hall) was born [12]. In 1883 William went in search of a new job and travelled to Narrabri. 
Edgar Sydney records [3]: “In the course of time my father proceeded to Bourke and from there he 
meandered down the Namoi, a subsidiary of the Darling. Eventually he reached a fairly large town 
about 200 miles distant from Bourke and thereupon wrote to my mother to join him. This she did by 
one of Cobb and Co’s coaches, taking nearly a week to reach one of the centres on the railway that 

From the E.S. Hall photo collection, showing the sort of humpy the 
William Albert family lived in. 



  4 

led to where father had settled. It was a most interesting experience traveling by coach, with four 
horses attached, through fairly settled country that had numerous features to excite a youthful mind. I 
look back very often on this journey as one of the rare circumstances of my youth that induced a 
feeling of pleasure.” 

After the family settled into Narrabri, Edgar Sydney started schooling at the Narrabri state 
school. Edgar was apparently a relatively sickly child and missed a lot school time. When Edgar was 
able he had to help in the household. He says [3]: “I was useful in the domestic sphere when my 
health permitted me to keep the surroundings of our home in a state of cleanliness, or to carry 
buckets of water from a big water hole; the latter service being in demand often owing to the 
brackish quality of the water drawn from a well at the rear of the house, which was unsuitable even 
for washing clothes.” 

William Archibald Randall (later Hall) was born on 13 Sep 1883 in Dangar Village, Narrabri. 
He died young on 10 Mar 1885 in Huxley Village, Narrabri. The family remained in Narrabri until 
1890 [9, 13] when William, after the death of his associate (name unknown) in the local butchery, 
was reluctant to carry on the business. Edgar records [3]: “Following the lamented death of my 
father’s associate our home was broken up. Father was reluctant to carry on the business, and 
decided to seek fresh pastures, which to him were always greener than those surrounding him. He 
left mother to sell up and proceeded on his quest, which eventually took him to the western district of 
NSW. In due course we followed, but first we proceeded via Newcastle to Sydney where we stayed for 
a short period while father achieved his objective in finding employment.” 

Eliza and the children remained in Narrabri until 1891 [13] and in the same year she and the 
children went to Lithgow where William was working [14]. Edgar secured a job in April 1891 in a 
solicitor’s office but in February 1893 he had to terminate this job because of renewed ill health [15].  

Edgar records [3]: “… pending a decision as to where my father would ultimately decide to 
settle, it became necessary to move to a country centre in order that I would have a better chance of 
securing a job and thereby assisting in the maintenance of 
the rest of the family. Meanwhile my father had entered into 
an arrangement with a man who had control of several 
businesses to engage with him in managing another. In view 
of the possibility that the arrangement might not prove 
satisfactory it was decided that we (mother, Edgar Sydney 
and two sisters) should remain at the centre where I had 
secured a satisfactory job, which offered an exceptional 
opportunity for advancement (apprentice to a solicitor). 
Unfortunately, this job was later terminated in consequence 
of a renewal of the ill health that had frustrated my efforts to 
secure an education.” 

In March 1893 after Edgar’s health improved Eliza 
and the children moved to Orange where Edgar found a 
position as Clerk at the Solicitors office of Lee & Colquhoun, 
Orange, but in August 1891, after only 6 months, he had to 
terminate the position because of ill health [16]. He records 
[3]: “I had previously been accepted by a firm of lawyers in 
another centre, which would have enabled me to secure the 
essential training and fulfil my mother’s expectations; but the 
ill health of my early boyhood that had grievously denied me a proper education still dogged my 
career at this later stage and, notwithstanding the aptitude I showed in the legal sphere, I was forced 
through medical advice to forego it or suffer the penalty of a complete breakdown. It was with 
extreme reluctance that this advice was accepted, and it may also be added that the necessity of 
having to do so met with the keen regret of my employers.” 

With improved health Edgar Sydney looked for other positions but without success. He says 
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[3]: “However, there it was; the fiat had gone forth and no other means of evading its issue were 
available other than that of securing an outdoor occupation, the thought of which was abhorrent. At 
this period (1891-01?) conditions in New South Wales were extremely bad. Unemployment was rife 
owing to the bank crisis and consequently the difficulty of my securing a more congenial outdoors 
job elsewhere. Obviously there was nothing for it but to engage with my father and so it happened 
that I became a first class tradesman (butcher) under his tutelage. ….. This occupation was contrary 
to the hopes and expectations of my mother who had fought most vigorously to secure for me a more 
suitable chance in life to fulfil my natural aspirations and latent ability.” 

Between late 1893 and early 1894 Eliza and her children left Orange to join William in 
Narromine where he had bought a butcher shop at the corner of Dandaloo and Burroway streets. The 
butchery had its own abattoir and rural holding pen for the animals. [17, 18] 

Edgar records [3] this period of his life as:  “There was only one redeeming feature of my 
association with my father’s business: the outdoor life I led in consequence of my father’s purchases 
of cattle, sheep and pigs -- most of which required my assistance in droving when I was not otherwise 
engaged in carrying out duties more directly associated with the disposal of animals that had been 
killed at our abattoirs. It was an exacting and dangerous occupation, but singularly favourable in 
affording me the chance of improving the more youthful weakness that had compelled me to take it 
up. …… At the outset I was really unfit physically to undergo the privations of an occupation that 
presented many rigorous features, as well as being surrounded by daily risks to life and limb that 
demanded extreme alertness. My father was not a man for evading risks himself, and apparently 
considered it the duty of all under his control to stand up to whatever the necessity of the moment 
demanded or otherwise run the gauntlet of his rather caustic criticism. Grown men were like that in 
the early days. The great majority had been reared and trained in the hard school of experience, 
confronted on all sides by conditions of great severity from which the only hope of survival depended 
upon their tenacity and resourcefulness. Younger men and boys were expected to exhibit a similar 
spirit, irrespective of whether their physical strength was sufficient to carry out the exacting demands 
imposed upon them.”  

“In my case the 
earlier period of association 
with my father gave rise to 
many bitter protests by me 
at the harshness of my 
treatment. But, on looking 
back over those early years, 
I have oftentimes thought 
his attitude was dominated 
by fatherly resolve to 
strengthen me against 
circumstances of the future, 
in expectation that these 

would be as difficult as he had experienced; there was very little to suggest future relief to the 
ordinary working man from the intolerable conditions that prevailed at that period. At the same time, 
I might be pardoned for expressing the thought that, by the exercise of common sense and 
consideration, he could have refrained in pushing me into situations of such extreme discomfort and 
danger. 

However, I had to take it and I did so with the same courage and sense of independence that 
afterwards marked my long career. I quickly imbibed the characteristics of my father, and a good 
deal of his knowledge and experience, in the new occupation into which I had been thrust against my 
desire. Fortunately, I regained my health and strength through daily contact with the multifarious 
duties demanded of me. I soon became a good horseman and then gradually a good tradesman; in 
fact there was nothing about the occupation that I did not accomplish; moreover, I was able to retain 

Hall’s butcher shop corner of Dandaloo and Burroway streets, Narromine. 
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a sense of cheerfulness even when the going was rendered difficult by my father’s quick temper and 
disinclination to offer appropriate advice. 

Like him, I learned the job the hard way, that is, by ‘trial and error’ or by observing how he 
did things. He was an exceptionally well-qualified tradesman and possibly he realized that 
demonstration to one with a discerning mind was far better than advice. .…. During these years I had 
various experiences, many of which emphasized the danger of my duties, especially when in daily 
contact with horses and wild cattle. There was the ever-present possibility of an animal breaking 
away to cause a lot of hard riding in rough surroundings before being brought under control. There 
were risks associated with ‘cutting out’ selected animals from a mob of wild cattle milling around in 
timbered country with treacherous soil that was affected by heavy rain. …….. We employed a fairly 
large number of workers at our abattoirs to kill sheep and cattle during drought periods. The 
carcasses were treated in huge digesters to secure whatever fat was available, and later dispatched 
through our Sydney agents to the London market. …. 

My father was indeed noted for his skill and not for his business aptitude. He was in fact more 
than a mere exponent of the art of cutting up meat for sale. His knowledge of this art far transcended 
that of any man with whom I was later associated, but it went further in that he also had a wide 
knowledge of the diseases of stock, in company with advanced ideas as to the way the animals should 
be prepared after killing for subsequent sale to the public. His experience in this regard had been 
gained under the exacting requirements of customers of quality in the earlier period of his life. As a 
result, he was really an artist in his preparation and display of meat and consumable products 
associated with it.” 

In 1901 William incurred heavy financial losses in his livestock dealings, which coupled with 
a prolonged series of droughts, the consequent indebtedness of his customers and other associated 
difficulties meant that the imminent failure of the business was not unexpected [3]. 

During this period Edgar got into an argument with his father about his treatment after a long 
cattle drive into the holding yard. He records [3]: “Meanwhile, we faced a difficult position, which 
ultimately was resolved by a decision on my part to terminate my association with the business. Since 
the time when my father had shown such little consideration by denying me assistance, when it was 
clearly his duty to do so, I had felt strong resentment and it did not require much inducement to 
break with him. This indeed happened through circumstances that need not be mentioned here and 
forthwith I expressed my determination to leave him to it.”  

On 19 Apr 1901 William placed an announcement in the local Narromine News and Trangie 
Advocate stating that he had sold the business to his son and that Edgar Sydney intended re-opening 
the butcher business [19]. On 26 Apr 1901 Edgar Sydney placed two advertisements in the 
Narromine News and Trangie Advocate indicating that all items from 
the butcher shop will be for sale by public auction [20]. A month later 
Edgar placed another advertisement in the Narromine News and 
Trangie Advocate for a tender for the erection of a five-room cottage in 
Dandaloo Street, Narromine, on the land he had purchased two years 
earlier [21]. 

At the end of 1902 Edgar left Narromine with money (15 pounds) 
that his mother had given him to seek his fortune in a new place.  

In 1903 William left Narromine, presumably to find employment, 
whereas Eliza remained in Narromine with her two daughters. In 1903 
Edgar returned to the neighbouring town of Trangie (35 km from 
Narromine). Here he edited his first newspaper The Trangie Times, and 
lived and worked on Dandaloo Street, Trangie. He subsequently invited 
his mother and sisters to live with him in Trangie. In February 1904 his 
sister Lillian Caroline Victoria married Charles Carpenter in Trangie, 
and Edgar acted as a witness [22]. The couple had their wedding 
breakfast at the residence of the bride’s mother, Eliza, before departing 
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for Melbourne [23]. After Lillian had left Eliza and Gertrude announced in the Trangie Times a 
dressmaking business located in Dandaloo Street. [24] 

In November 1904 Edgar left Trangie to seek a new life in Western Australia. It is assumed that 
Eliza and Gertrude moved at this time to Sydney and on 22 Feb 1905 Gertrude married Percival 
O’Neill in Redfern, NSW.  

Details of William’s and Eliza’s lives in the period 1905-1911 are not known. On 12 Feb 1912 
William Albert and Eliza were married in 20 King Street, Newtown by the Presbyterian minister 
Reverend Frank W Dunlop, who lived in a nearby suburb. The witnesses at the wedding were Bruce 
Hall, William’s brother and Percival O’Neil, the husband of Gertrude Kezia. [25]. At that time, the 
building at 20 King Street, Newtown was a grocers shop with a residence above it. The grocer there 
was named Richard Burrows [26]. William and Eliza possibly knew the Burrows family from 
Narromine, and it is assumed that the marriage was conducted upstairs in the living quarters of the 
Burrows family. [27]  

In 1914 William and Eliza moved into the original John Hall family house in Moore Street, 
Liverpool, which was owned by William’s sister Victoria Mary Hall [28]. Victoria had indicated that 
William could live there until his death (this is understood but there is no written confirmation of 
this).  

On 30 Sep 1926 Eliza died in Moore Street, Liverpool, aged 84, and was buried on 1 October at 
St Luke’s Anglican Cemetery, Liverpool [29, 30]. 

William remained in Moore Street until 1930 [31] but became ill and moved to Kensington, 
NSW, where his daughter Lillian lived. Lillian must have written to Edgar, who was living at this 
time in Narrogin, Western Australia, about their father’s illness. In Kensington William received 
correspondence from Edgar after 26 years without communication and they corresponded several 
times thereafter. They even planned to meet in Sydney at the opening of the Sydney harbour bridge 
but it is unknown if they met again [31]. 

William wrote in his first letter to Edgar: “Pleased to hear from you after 26 years of a 
Prodigal Life of course you can quite understand that it was 
a surprise packet for me to get a letter from you after your 
silence so many years and as far as I knew did not know 
whether I was dead or alive and as far as I was concerned 
you would never have known. Yes you see there were other 
factors in the picture, and in consequence of my illness, let 
you into on, brought you onto the scene of action for which 
act I am pleased although I would never have actioned same 
for this reason whether you call it pride or something else. I 
have always had the view that when father & son have a 
squabble or fall out it is the sons place to be the first to yield. 
But don’t think for one moment that I have been vengeful of 
what happened in the past. I sincerely believe in forgiveness 
or I would not daily pray for forgiveness myself to our 
Heavenly Father who is in Heaven. …. Now my boy let 
bygone the gone forever and forget the past...” [31] 

During his final years, 1931 to 1932, William lived 
with his sister Gertrude Mary Kezia and her family at 
Terrigal, NSW [31]. William died 30 June 1932, aged 90 at a 
Private Hospital in Gosford and was buried in a known grave 
site (but no headstone) at Point Clare Cemetery. [32, 33] 

On the 2 Aug 1932 William’s brother John Hall wrote 
to Edgar Sydney about the inheritance of William Albert. He 
wrote [34]: “….Mrs K. R. Hawken of Terrigal Road Side, Terrigal, who has, as you have no doubt 
been informed has had the care of your late father and the transaction of his business matters for the 
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past year or two – to say, that in accordance with his written instruction, she has settled all claims 
for the hospital, medical and funeral expenses in connection with his late illness and death from cash 
in her hands and has kept a complete record of items expended of £39.8.0 having a small balance of 
£33.11.9 in hand. Your late father has by written instruction ordered that the said balance should 
equally divided and paid to your two sisters…”  He asked Edgar Sydney for an early reply before the 
money would be paid out. 

 
The Life of Edgar Sydney Hall from 1902. 

After leaving Narromine in 1902 Edgar Sydney, aged 27, headed for Sydney. He records [3] 
that: “On arrival in Sydney I found countless unemployed looking 
for jobs that were non-existent. I soon became one of them, 
pursuing the daily round of searching for employment in the only 
field in which I was qualified – only to find men just as capable in 
great number standing in queue. Soon my money dwindled and 
with it my hopes until I reached a stage of desperation and 
poverty that was pitiable. …. I was destined to become one of the 
numerous dead beats in Hyde Park unless I was lucky enough to 
find a job. …. The thought of appealing for assistance to my 
mother never did not enter my head, nor yet the thought of 
approaching people I knew in the city. My pride would not allow 
it.” 

He finally secured a job at a butcher in Oxford Street who 
was looking for an assistant, earning one pound per week with 
lodging [3]. After about 3 months Edgar got into an argument 
with the butcher’s son about unfair treatment. He quit the job 
soon after he had found a position in Manly at the G. L. 

Richardson Family Butcher, one of the larger butchering establishments in Sydney. His boss was 
apparently a “tiger” to work for and he says [3]: “…he 
expected his employees to earn their weekly wage whether 
they were capable of standing on their feet or not 
throughout the long hours of labour imposed upon them, 
starting at 4 am each day including weekends, totally 85 
hours per week. Such severe working conditions gave 
quickly rise to resentment because of their obvious 
injustice and the growing demand of workers for better 
treatment.” Apparently Edgar’s feet were beginning to 
swell and developed blisters, inflated and extremely 
painful. As he says [3]: “my hands became calloused and broken at every joint from the constant use 
of brine where he had to place the meat. Then one day when chopping a forequarter of lamb he cut 
deep into his thumb.” The wound got infected and after a few days Edgar approached the boss to 
permit him to cease work until the swelling subsided, but he was not allowed to do so. He quit his job 
immediately and this episode might be regarded as the turning point because it ended has association 
with a calling that he had always regarded with disfavour. He attended to his hands and looked 
around for a new job. But he had little success.  

Edgar records [3] that: “As the result of a stupid quarrel with my father I had cut myself adrift 
from the parental home and friends and had resolved never to go back. I possessed but little money 
but was not entirely a vagabond inasmuch as I had left behind a fine six-roomed house plus some 
blocks of vacant land; but owing to the lamentable conditions prevailing I was not able to realize 
upon them, nor yet desirous of doing so owing to property values having fallen to a very low level.”  

At the end of 1902 Edgar left Sydney for the country seeking employment. He eventually 
obtained a job with a farmer to teach the children. He said [3]: “The farmer who had employed me as 

Edgar Sydney Hall 
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a tutor expected me, between my hours of daily instruction to his three children, to keep the 
household fires burning and to kill and dress a sheep every Saturday for domestic requirements. I 
also gave the eldest child instruction on the piano. Had I stuck it out, it is conceivable that I would 
have eventually gravitated to the plough, as my employer obviously chafed in having to pay 15 
shillings a week to a mere teacher!  “. Edgar worked there for 3 months. 

On his travels Edgar met Jack McCarthy who was also looking for a job after the newspaper 
he was working for, in the town of Trangie about 100 miles distant, closed down. He asked Edgar if 
he would be capable of restarting the newspaper. Edgar thought that he was either mad or joking and 

told him he knew nothing 
about newspapers and 
moreover had no money. 
However, Jack McCarthy 
knew Mr Wood, the owner 
of the newspaper, and 
interested Edgar enough to 
made a quick decision. They 
immediately set off on foot 
to visit Mr Wood in Trangie 
– a trip across country that 
took several days. Mr Wood 
agreed that they could take 
over the office on Dandaloo 
Street, and the machinery 

and plant on Derribong Street, for a rental of 2 pounds per week. Trangie was in fact the 
neighbouring town of Narromine that he had left one year earlier but by this time his father William 
had already left Narromine. Edgar Sydney became the Editor and proprietor of The Trangie Times, 
and McCarthy his partner. In June 1903 their first edition of The Trangie Times was published [49]. 

ES Hall reports his experiences [3]: “After a few days it occurred to me that I should try to 
acquire McCarthy’s skill in type setting. McCarthy readily agreed that my ambition was worthy of 
his assistance and, despite my age (then 27), I quickly developed skill in handling type of all sizes. It 
was this that influenced me more than anything else in my determination to make journalism/printing 
my future career. Let it be understood that, over the long years that I have spent in this occupation, 
journalism never appealed to me with the same force nor gave the same amount of pleasure as that 
experienced through handling type. ….. As a result of my concentrated interest in acquiring the 
knowledge of type setting, I found no difficulty within a few weeks in setting the whole of the type to 
fill the newspaper, which I was obliged to do because of McCarthy’s unexplained absence. 

My partner had begun to display certain traits of character that conflicted with my sense of 
propriety, and so I found myself losing whatever confidence I had in him. He had become somewhat 
careless and it often fell to me to do the jobs that were more legitimately within his province. This, 
coupled with the labour entailed in keeping books in order, supplying the necessary news items, 
reporting on various public and private functions, collecting advertisements and sundry other duties 
associated with the running of the business was beginning to take its toll on my health. Fortunately, 
the business was beginning to return a small profit, which ensured the payment of current expenses 
but left little for either of us in the form of a regular wage. As a matter of fact neither of us looked for 
the wage as our main consideration was to maintain our respective jobs in expectation that the 
business would grow sufficiently to guarantee at least a fair return for our enterprise. But, as 
indicated, I foresaw the possibility of a breakdown unless my partner afforded more reasonable 
support, which obviously he was reluctant to do. Naturally this led to resentment on my part and 
resulted in some sharp exchanges between us.”  

This conflict with McCarthy eventually resulted in the dissolution of their partnership in June 
1904 [35]. He reports [3]: “In order to give effect to this decision I was compelled to sell a property I 

Dandaloo Street, Trangie early 1900s. Looking north 2nd building on right 
is the The Trangie Times office & home of ES Hall. 
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owned in the neighboring town at a preposterously low figure. As the building was large enough to 
establish a convent, it will give some indication of the conditions that prevailed at the time that the 
low price of 150 pounds was all I could get for it.” He settled with McCarthy financially and started 
his career on his own and the last edition of this paper was printed in October 1904.  

It is possible that Eliza and her daughters lived at the E.S. house in Narromine before moving 
to Trangie. In any case by February 1904 they were living in Trangie with Edgar Sydney at his home 

in Dandaloo Street. [23, 24]   
 Most importantly it was in Trangie that Edgar 

Sydney met up again with Alice Hannah Bates (born 1 
Aug 1879, Lucknow, Orange NSW). Her father 
Charles Bates had the property Euroma near town. It 
is of interest historically to note that the Bates ancestry 
also records convict members: James Bates (Grenada 
1819), Robert Alcock (Pitt 1791), Sarah Buckham 
(Indispensable 1796) and Frances Brown (Lord 
Melville 1816). 

Edgar Sydney and Alice Hannah had known 
each other since childhood and attended school 
together in Narrabri. Both families had left Narrabri in 
the late 1880s and settled in neighbouring towns; the 
Bates in Trangie and the Halls in Narromine. Edgar 
and Alice saw each other frequently in Narromine, and 
on 7 Oct 1894 they were both confirmed by the 
Bishop of Bathhurst at the Church of England in 
Narromine. [36] After that they did meet again several 
years later in Trangie. E.S. recalled [37]: “She was in 
the bloom of womanhood and of striking 
appearance…. a week later we were engaged but as I 
at the time had very little money and was 

endeavouring to establish myself in a new career, it was only natural that her parents did not view 
the matter with satisfaction; indeed they sought, I think, to discountenance the match by exhibiting an 
attitude of coldness whenever I visited their home. They did not however, go to the extreme and 
consequently nothing occurred to mar the happiness of a courting period which ended some months 
later with my decision to embark for Western Australia… she having the fullest confidence in my 
ability to make good in this country.”  

However, Trangie and surrounding districts were not populated enough to guarantee the 
success of a newspaper business, and unemployment at that time was very high. Business prospects 
were so poor that E.S. decided that he would once again seek his fortune elsewhere. On 4 Nov 1904 
he left on the RMS ORTONA from Adelaide for, as he records, “fresh fields and pasture greens”, 
namely Fremantle in Western Australia [38].  

Some time after his arrival in WA he secured employment at the Laverton Mercury 
newspaper in the goldfield town of Laverton 950 km from Perth. Laverton was a tough little town 
where, according to him, ‘it was not too safe to speak out of one’s turn or indeed speak at all’ [39]. 
Once he had saved enough money he returned to Perth but again it was difficult to get employment. 
He was in fact on the eve of embarking for South Africa when he was offered a job as compositor at 
the Northam Advertiser at a town 100km from Perth. Some months later this paper was sold. E.S. 
decided to resign, and his old urge to embark for South Africa returned. This never came to pass 
because of the persuasion of his brother-in-law Charles Carpenter and sister Lillian. They were also 
in WA but unhappy with their small land settlement in the Upper Swan area. They were seeking a 
larger place in the Great Southern region of the state. Charles invited E.S. (he now preferred to be 
known as Syd) to come with them to a town called Narrogin that was growing with the introduction 

Edgar Sydney and Alice Hannah Hall 
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of a railway from Perth to Albany. Instead of taking up land as at first contemplated, Carpenter and 
Syd decided to start a newspaper, and the ‘The Narrogin Observer’ came into existence on the 26 
Aug 1905 [39, 40]. The first Observer printing office was a shed behind Clayton Road [41]. 

Fortunately this venture 
was well supported by several 
influential residents. However 
Syd soon realized [39,42] that 
what his supporters really 
wanted was someone to act as a 
foil for the bitter attacks on 
them from an existing 
newspaper in Narrogin, the 
Narrogin Advocate. They 
apparently considered Syd a 
suitable man for this purpose. 
Initially Syd did not understand 
the enthusiasm shown for the 
Observer. However, in 1906 the 

Narrogin Advocate burned down and until 1907 the Observer was unopposed. An attempt was then 
made to influence the Observer’s editorial policy along lines which Syd regarded as outside the best 
interests of the town and district. Because of his resistance to this influence, his original supporters 
set up another new newspaper, The Great Southern Leader, an offshoot of The Pingelly Leader 
[39,42]. Syd comments on this time as: “Unfortunately the situation was not improved by reason of 
the fact that I had fallen foul of the more influential people of the town at the very outset of my 

business career. My outspokenness and strict 
sense of public duty in the conduct of my 
newspaper was strongly resented by a certain 
section and subsequently I was subject to every 
known process of driving me out of town.” [37]  

In the meanwhile Charles Carpenter was 
dissatisfied with prospects in WA and returned to 
Sydney with Lillian and their daughter. By 
December 1908 Syd and Carpenter were still 
partners in the Observer but there was a 
disagreement - possibly Carpenter had financial 
difficulties and the partnership later dissolved 
[39,43]. 

During the establishment of the newspaper, 
and in later years, Syd was heavily 
involved in the development and 
advancement of the town and 
district. In 1905 he was on the first 
committee of a newly formed 
Australian National Association in 
Narrogin. In 1906 the Narrogin 
Golf Club was formed with Syd as 
a foundation member (later he was 
made an Life Member and given a 
gold medal). In 1907 he was 
appointed a Churchwarden of the 
Anglican Church [44]. First School house in Narrogin on the corner of Federal and Ensign 

streets was the first residence of Syd and Alice. 
	

Moving the Observer building about 1910 

1935 E.S. Hall in front of the first Observer 
Printing Office which had been moved to Glyde 

Street in about 1910. 
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On the 3 June 1907 Alice Hannah Bates and her brother, Charles Bates arrived on a P&O 
steamer in Fremantle. When the boat docked, Syd was so enthusiastic that he nearly jumped into the 
ocean trying to get on board, and apparently [45] a big fellow grabbed him just in time and said 
“Gawd you’re keen aren’t you”. Two hours after landing they were married in St John’s Church of 
England in Fremantle. Her brother, Charles Bates and Arthur W. Simpson were witnesses [46]. They 
stayed overnight in Fremantle and the next morning went by train to Narrogin.  

Syd reports [37]: 
“She left her home town to 
the infinite regret of a vary 
of friends and relatives. 
This was expressed in many 
forms and also in a 
practical gift from the 
whole district of a purse 
containing £50. This money 
subsequently formed the 
basis of her domestic 
savings over a number of 
years and was part of the 
purchase money for the first 
home in which our children 
were born…. We were very 
happy and she expressed no 
word of discontent in 
coming from the luxurious 
home of her parents to take 
over the very modest and 

poorly furnished one that I had to offer.”  
For the first 5 years they rented a house (originally the first 

Narrogin School House) on the corner of Federal and Ensign streets [47]. 
Later they bought their first house in Fathom Street.  

Syd reports [37] that: “Despite many setbacks we prospered and in 
about five years your grandmother suggested that we buy a home of our 
own. She had saved about £200, which, with the £50 she had in hand when 
we were married, and a further amount of £35, which I obtained through 
the sale of a block of land, was used for this purpose. The house was small 
but in the following years it was considerably enlarged and later sold to 
the R. C. Church for the sum of £1000.” 

Years later Syd and Alice bought a second grander house on the 
corner of Fortune and Glyde streets [45]. Over the period 1908 to 1916 
Syd and Alice had five children, Kathleen Bernice in 1908, Charles 
Norman in 1910, Sydney Raymond in 1912, Rupert Clarence in 1914, and 
Arthur Vernon in 1916.  

Vern Hall recalled [45]: “Dad was very attentive as a family man 
… but Mum was the mainstay of the family. Dad seemed to be so occupied 
with the paper and civic duties and even Mum used to write the social 
notes each week. She would write it out for him.”  

The children were initially educated at the Narrogin State School 
but Syd had an altercation with the headmaster and moved them to the 
Convent School. Vern recalls [45] that: “The nuns became very very 
friendly with the family as we were living directly behind them more or 

Second Hall home in Fathom Street. L-R: Norman, maid(?), Katherine, 
Alice with Vernon, Syd with Clarence, Raymond. 

T-B: Kathleen, 
Norman, Raymond, 
Clarence, Vernon 
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less in the old house and if mum was sick or having a kid, they used to come over and do the washing 
and probably a bit of cooking to help her out and they always came over for our guy Fawkes night 
and charged around the bonfire letting off crackers, just like girls. They were lovely. They used to 
come over and see mum regularly and even when we moved to the other house, the visit continued. 
Eventually, we sold the house to the Convent and they were very interested in us. They hung off for 
quite a while, a bit timid about it all and anyway, Dad and Mum had the bright idea that they would 
just deliver a whisper that there is a lady thinking to buy the house and turning into a boarding house 
for young men. That seemed to do the trick because they were over within a day or two and clinched 
the deal. Even then, when we went 
over to the other place, they always 
visited once a month. We used to 
play cricket with them.”   

Later all children went to 
private schools in Perth; Kathleen 
to St Hilda’s and the boys to 
Guildford Grammar School. Syd 
made sure his children had the sort 
of education that he had longed for 
as a child. 

In 1906 the Observer 
printing office, plant and machinery 
moved to a new location next to the 
Horden Hotel in Federal Street and 
remained there until 1926 [39]. 

In 1912 Syd established The 
Wickepin Argus newspaper, the 
second paper in his “publishing empire”. His involvement in the local politics continued unabated 
and in 1914 he became Secretary of the newly formed District Council of Primary Producers' 
Association. In 1917 he became the organising secretary of the new Co-operative Butter factory and 
remained in this position until 1919. The Butter Corporation was launched in September 1918 issuing 
over 1.000 shares; Syd was one of its first Directors.  

From 1920 to 1924 Syd was a Councillor to the Narrogin council [44]. In 1925 Syd bought 
his third newspaper and established The Corrigin Chronicle in the neighbouring town of Corrigin. In 
1930 the Sub-Centre of St. John 
Ambulance was formed with Syd as 
chairman. From 1930 to 1932 he was the 
Mayor of Narrogin. In 1934 he was the 
Foundation President of the Country Press 
Association of Western Australia, then 
Acting President [44]. He was also a 
Justice of Peace.  

After the four boys finished at 
Guildford Grammar they started working 
in the family business. For some years the 
Observer office and printing premises 
were in Federal Street but the 
accommodation proved to be inadequate 
and arrangements were made to purchase a 
site for a new premises and in 1926 it was 
decided to build on 21 Fortune Street. 

In 1930 they celebrated the 25th 

The Observer office in 1914, ES Hall on the right. 

1930: The Observer premises and staff. Syd is seated. 
Norman and Raymond to the right. 
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anniversary and the 4 Oct 1930 edition of the Observer acknowledges the newly formed E.S.Hall & 
Sons Pty Ltd. 

In 1930 the depression arrived. Over the next 2 years the newspaper incurred heavy losses 
and by 1933 their finances were so low that closure appeared inevitable. The other Narrogin 
newspaper, The Great Southern Leader, did succumb at this time and when its owner died, their 
machinery and business was purchased by E.S. Hall & Sons; along with the Pingelly Leader. The two 
Narrogin papers were later combined. In the 14 
Dec 1935 Observer Syd is listed as the 
Managing Director; Norm, Managing Editor 
(Pingelly); Ray, Reporter-Operator; Clarrie, 
Printer and Vernon, Operator [42]. 

On 7 Feb 1941 Alice Hannah died very 
suddenly in Narrogin, aged 61 and was buried 
at the Narrogin Cemetery. In commemoration 
Syd prepared a book containing all of the 
letters and cards of condolence (in WA State 
Library). On 16 Apr 1941 he also wrote a 
“Letter to the Grandchildren” which contains 
numerous references to Alice Hannah’s life 
and career. In 1943 Syd married Ida Elizabeth 
Mills (1896-1986). Norman migrated to 
England in the 1950s and became Photographic 
Editor for The Times and Editor of the 
magazine Photography. Ray, Clarrie and Vern 
remained with the newspaper until 1978 when the business was sold. 

On 15 Aug 1955 Syd celebrated his 50 Years as Editor of the Narrogin Observer. At that time 
he remained the Managing Director and Editor, Raymond was the 
Assistant Editor, Clarence was the Business and Advertising 
Manager, and Vernon was the Editor and Manager of the 
subsidiary newspaper, the Pingelly-Brookton Leader. [42] 

When Syd was 65 years old he commenced drawing and 
painting and over 15 years completed hundreds of works. He died 
in Narrogin on the 15 Sep 1957 at the age of 81 and was buried at 
the Narrogin Cemetery.  

Edgar Sydney was a committed Anglican. Throughout later 
life his major concern was the advancement of Narrogin, 
especially during his time as Mayor and as Councillor. Possibly 
because of humble beginnings and limited education, he was 
determined to be someone of principle, integrity and initiative, and 
he pursued these goals with considerable energy. Above all he was 
determined to prosper and do well for his family. The records 

show he achieved most of his dreams; in Alice Hannah he courted and married the woman he loved, 
though socially she was considered well above him. His mother Eliza always encouraged him to do 
better and was extremely proud of him, although in later life they were at opposite ends of the 
country and saw little of each other. He was never close to his father William Albert, but they did 
communicate in their last years [31]. Syd was from boyhood a talented artist, and his later designs for 
the Narrogin Show displays were famous in the 1920s. Appropriately, a street in Narrogin has been 
named after him as “Sydney Hall Way” – and Syd always liked having his way! 
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